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Bldmed for Collc;;;se in 1959,

Mazeroski Becomes Bucs ’Hero

Speclal to The New York Times,

PITTSBURGH, Oct. 13—The}ball player himself and was all
series-winning home run Billjset to get a trial with the Cleve-
Mazeroski hit against the'land Indians when he lost part
Yankees today completed the}of his right foot in a mining
erasure of the only blot on theiaccident,” Mazevoski said, (Lou
record of this fine young playor.;’Mr{zcrosi:i. his father, died about

In 1959, Pittsburgh’s wild-eyed @ Year ago of cancer.)
fans wer; much xiore steamed . DO on Sept. 4, 1936, in

Wheeling, W, Va,, but now a
up over the pennant prospects yosident of Pittsburgh, Mazer-
of their Pirates than this sca- oski has been in the Pirate or-

son. On their arvrival in Pitts- ganization all his basebal] life.

burgh for the home season’s
opener, the Pirates were greeted
by thousands at the airport and
cheered by thousands more in
a torchlight parade that wound
up long after midnight,

Last year's bright pennant
hopes didn’'t materialize. Never
in serious contention, the

Pirates, a strong second in 1858, ;

were a disappointing fourth,

In such a situation, irate sup-
porters of the team weren't long
in fixing blame, Much of it was
heaped on Mazeroski. From a
productive .275 hitter in 1958, he
slumped to a .241 average, His
fielding at second bhase also fell
off hadly.

Married the preceding Oc-
tober and also active on the din-
ner circuit the preceding win-
ter, he had let his weight get
out of hand. At bat and in the
field he was just a parody of
the fine player he had been the
three preceding seasons.

His poor showing fired his
resolve. Back at his normal
weight of 185 pounds when 1960
spring training opened, he again
was a driving, slashing hitter
and fielder who set the standard
of excellence for sccond-base
play in the National League.

Just turned 24, although he
has put in five full seasons in
the major leagues, all

. An outstanding baseball and
;basketball player at Warren
+High in Tilusville, Qhio, Maze-
Iroski broke in with Williams-
‘port of the Fastern League in
11954, He also played for Holly-
)wood of the Pacific Coast
League en route to Forbes
iField, where he arrived to stay
in 1956,

Nicknamed No Touch hy his
“team-mates hecause of his deft-
ness in getting the ball away
on double-play relays, he has
‘been the National League's All-
‘Star second baseman for three
;straight years -— although he
iwould he the first to admit he
thardly deserved the honor in
{1959, ‘

Handsome in a sharp-featured
way, the crew-cut, brown-haired,
brown-eyed Mazeroski married
Milene Nicholson on Oct, 11,
1958, Danny Murtaugh, the Pi-
rate manager, played Cupid in
his player's - romance with
Milene, a front-office employece
of the Pittshurgh club.

One rainy day when the Pi-
rates were waiting for the
weather to- clearr enough for
them to get o their cars with-
out a soaking, Mazeroski saw
Milene--and  was" ‘visibly im-
pressed.

But he was too hashful to do
tanything about it until Mur-

with taugh practically dragged him
Pittshurgh, Mazeroski had onlyiby the

hand and introduced

one regret concerning his hig|/him, Only then did Bill speak

moment,
“I only wish my dad had been

for himself,
He thanked Murtaugh again

alive to sce it. He was a finejtoday, with his booming bat,
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